1328	INDIAN MEDICINAL PLAINTS
elephantopus Linn.
Rigid usually perennial herbs. Leaves alternate. Flowers in
homogamous heads o£ 2-5-flowers? collected into a head-like cluster.
Involucre oblong, compressed; bracts about 8 in 2 rows, the outer
the shorter Receptacle small, naked. Corollas equal, subregular 01
most commonly subpalmately spreading from the inner side, being
deeply cleft, lobes 5, narrow. Anthers sagittate at the base, with
obtuse auricles. Style-aims subulate, minutely hairy. Achenes
truncate at the apex, 10-ribbed. Pappus-bristles 1-2-seriate, rigid,
sinning, slender and dilated below or chaff-like.—Species 20.—
Tropics, chiefly American.
E. scaber Linn, is used medicinally in Indo China, Malaya,
La Reunion and Madagascar; E. martu Graham m Brazil.
L Elephantopus scaber Linn. Sp. PL (1753) 814; Wight
Ic. 11086.—plate 517.
'Erect, 15-38 era. high; rootstock short, giving off many stout
fibrous roots; stem usually dichotomously branched, strigose, with
appressed white hairs. Leaves mostly radical, 12.5-20 by 3.8-5.7
cm., forming a spreading rosette on the ground, obovate-oblong,
rounded or subacute, coaisely serrate-dentate, more or less hairy on
both surfaces, base tapering into an obscure petiole; main nerves
numerous, prominent beneath, with reticulate veins between; eaulme
leaves smaller than the radical, sessile or nearly so. Heads numerous,
sessile, closely packed, forming a large flat-topped terminal inflores-
cence nearly 2.5 cm. across and surrounded at the base by 3 large
stiff broadly-ovate cordate conduplicate conspicuously nerved leafy
bracts. Involucral bracts in 2 series enclosing 4 flowers; bracts of
the outer row half as long as those of the inner, 1-nerved; bracts
of the inner row usually 3- (rarely 5-) nerved, scarious, linear,
cuspidate. Corolla violet, exserted; tube long, slender; limb deeply
eleft on one side, causing the 5 linear Idbes to present a palmate
appearance. Style much exserted, the arms recurved, pappus white,
1-serate, consisting of 5 (rarely 4) rigid bristles dilated at the base.

